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 Barnum Medical Research 

 

Help Shape the Future. 

Participate in Research. 

 

Call us about our studies. 

 

318-352-9880 
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Advertisements:  13 Weeks $65.00 - 26 Weeks $125.00 - 52 Weeks $250.00 

Blanchard St. Denis 

Funeral Home 
 

 

848 Keyser Avenue    Home (318) 352-7936 

P. O. Box 2184            Fax (318) 357-8287 

Natchitoches, LA  71457-2184    

 

 

  www.blanchardstdenisfuneralhome.com 

 

      Email:  blanchardstdenis@gmail.com 

5841 Hwy 1 Bypass  
AND 116 Reba Street 

305 Church Street           Phone (318)238-7700 
Natchitoches, LA  71457 
 
 
W. Dustin Cross—Certified Financial Planner 
William H. Cross—Financial Advisor 
Tracy W. Maxey—Reg. Financial Associate 

Live Crawfish 
Farm Pickup 

 

 

 
Call: 318-379-0539 

For Pricing  & Availability 

 

Pastor:   Rev. William ‘Bill’ Gearheard 

Office Email:  staugustine1803@gmail.com 

Office Phone Number:  318.379.2521  

Father’s Email:   frwgearheard@diocesealex.org 

Website:  staugustinecaneriver.com 

Office Hours:  Wed—Fri 8:00 am—1 pm 

Parish Manager:  Elizabeth Metoyer 
 

Holy Sacrifice of the Mass 

St. Augustine…………...Saturday, 5:00 pm 

                        …………..Sunday, 10:30 am 

Mission: St. Anne:……………….....Sunday, 8:15 am 

3659 Old River Road, Natchitoches, LA  71457 

 

*Holy Day’s of Obligations & All Special Celebrations 

will be at 6:00 pm 

Weekday Masses:  1st Saturday 9:00 am 

Tuesday and Wednesday  6:00 pm 

Thursday and Friday  8:00 am 
 

Confessions 30 minutes before Mass—Saturday 4 pm 

1st Friday, Holy Hour after Mass 

For an Emergency Call:  318.581.1612 

  

  

2262 HWY 484, Natchez, LA  71456 

The Ascension of the Lord 
June 1, 2025 

 

 

 

     On this special day, we celebrate twin milestones:  Jesus’ ascension from 
earth to heaven and the commissioning of the disciples.  Before Jesus left them, 
he told his disciples to preach in his name to all the nations, from Jerusalem to 
the ends of the earth.  Then his apostles saw him lifted up and out of their sight, 
never to return in bodily form until the 
end of time.  As his disciples, let us 
carry on the mis- sion of the first 
apostles, trusting that the Holy Spirit 
will guide us and empower us to be 
witnesses to the world of Jesus’ love 
and forgiveness. 
     Besides his Gospel, Saint Luke 
also wrote the Acts of the Apos-
tles.  Today we get to hear the end-
ing of one and the beginning of the 
other, for Jesus’ ascension marks the transition between the two.  As Luke 
writes, the Gospel deals with what Jesus said and did while on earth and Acts 
begin with Jesus giving his disciples a mission.  As we carry on this mission, let 
us realize how Jesus is still present with us today:  in each other, in those in 
need, when we gather in his name, in the Eucharist, and in the proclamation of 
the word.  Listening to his word now, let us be aware of his constant and endur-
ing presence. 
     How have I borne witness to Jesus Christ?  How will I bear witness between 
now and Pentecost? 



 

 

 

 
 

On-Line Giving  
To give online through our new platform, visit our giving 
page on our website https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/staugustinecaneriver 
You can also give through text message by sending “Give” to 318-217-8833 or just scan 
the QR code.  Please register with the Parish by calling 318.379.2521 during office 
hours. 

 LECTORS USHERS Extraordinary Minis-

ters of the Eucharist 

Sat May 31 

5:00 pm 

Anita Evans John Coutee 
Kenneth Metoyer 

Lireda Balthazar 

Sun June 1 

10:30 am 

Marissa Dean Lynwood Delphin 
Norah Sers 

Tiffany Roque 
John Scott 

Sat June 7 

5:00 pm 

Agnes Ashby Mike Bordelon 
Clyde Roque 

David McGraw 

Sun June 8 

10:30 am 

Jennifer Colbert Mike DeBlieux 
Patrick Jones II 

Rebecca Jones 
Catherine Rachal 

Mass Schedule 

May 31 Saturday 5:00 pm          +Andrew Balthazar, +Todd Roque & +Doc Couty 

May 31 Sunday 8:15 am              Culpepper & Schelette Families & +Andrew Balthazar 

June 1 Sunday 10:30 am            The People of the Parish      

June 2 Monday                            No Mass 
     Readings:  Acts 19:1-8; Ps 68:2-3b, 4, 5ac, 6-7b; Jn 16:29—33 

June 3 Tuesday 6:00 pm             Ronald Prudhomme 
     Readings:  Acts 20:17-27; Ps 68:10-11, 20-21; Jn 17:1-11a 

June 4 Wednesday 6:00 pm       +Todd Roque & +Rod Nelson 
     Readings:  Acts 20:28-38; Ps 68:2-30, 33-36b; Jn 17:11b-19 

June 5 Thursday 8:00 am           +Andrew Balthazar 
     Readings: Acts 22:30; 23:6-11; Ps 16:1-2a, 5, 7-11; Jn 17:20-26  

June 6 Friday  8:00 am               +Cecilia Balthazar 
      Readings:  Acts 25:13b-21; Ps 103:1-2, 11-12, 19-20ab; Jn 21:15-19 

June 7 Saturday   9:00 am          +Lizzie Mae Metoyer 
                              5:00 pm          +Andrew Balthazar, +Bridgette Roque, +Mary Llorence, +Yvonne Jones, 

+Nazy LaCour, and +Lizzie Mae Metoyer 
     Readings:  Acts 28:16-20, 30-31; Ps 11:4-5,7; Jn 21:20-25 

Jun 08 Sunday 8:15 am              Culpepper & Schelette Families & +Andrew Balthazar  

Jun 08 Sunday 10:30 am            The People of the Parish         

Parish Service Schedule: 

Week’s Offering:                May 25, 2025  
   

       St. Augustine             St. Anne  
Weekly     $ 3,992.00                           $   446.00  
Online 5/19-5/25        $740.00     St. Anne $75.00    Building $5.00  
 

Thank you for your generosity!                                                                
 

The Jubilee Prayer 

   Father in heaven, may the faith 

you have given us in your son, 

Jesus Christ, our brother, and the 

flame of charity enkindled in our 

hearts by the Holy Spirit, reawak-

en in us the blessed hope for the 

coming of your Kingdom. 

    May your grace transform us 

into tireless cultivators of the 

seed of the Gospel.  May those 

seeds transform from within both 

humanity and the whole cosmos 

in the sure expectation of a new 

heaven and a new earth, when, 

with the powers of Evil van-

quished, your glory will shine 

eternally. 

   May the grace of the Jubilee 

reawaken in us, Pilgrims of Hope, 

a yearning for the treasures of 

heaven.  May that same grace 

spread the joy and peace of our 

Redeemer throughout the earth.     

To you our God, eternally 

blessed, be glory and praise for 

ever.  Amen, 

ESTATE/GARAGE SALE, 106 BOONER MILLER ROAD, DEVILLE, LA 
FRIDAY, JUNE 11, 2 PM—6 PM & SATURDAY, JUNE 12, 8 AM—3 PM 

 
Men’s Prayer Group will meet in Hall on Sunday’s at 9:30 am  

 Please come out and join! 
 
 

PILGRIMAGE TO HOLY LAND with Fr. Charlie:  September 20-30, 2021                    
For more information, please contact Mary Wilmore @ 318.451.3206.  It is time 
to begin to register. Israel has released their protocols for travel and WE WILL 

BE GOING!!! 
 

New Christian Mothers Cookbook!  All are welcome to submit recipes!  
Forms are located in the back of Church.  Recipes must be submitted by 

August 1, 2021.    
 

Register for Flocknotes:  Text staugustine (one word) to the number 84576 

 

Please pray for our Sick and Shut-In:   
Andrew Balthazar, Karen Pichon, Wilma Pichon, Joe Raggio, Sylvester Sers, Margaret            
Velasquez, Claudine Meziere Metoyer, Hanna Powell, Steven Hines, Ron Jones, Charles Henry 
Christophe, Christopher Metoyer, Jeannie  Llorence, Maxine Christophe, Garnett Cumbo,         
Patricia Rachal, Ashley & Nicole Llorens, Ted Duggan, Sr., Allison Hillary, William Antee, Sister 
Sylvia Conant, Michael Thomas, Cuc Lam, Rose Mary Addison, Nick Jackson, Annette Roque, 
Walter Delphin, Dee Hawthorne, Gerald LaCaze and JoAnn Rachal.  
 
June 22-29  Religious Freedom Week 
The theme for this year is Solidarity in Freedom.  It begins with the feast day of Sts. Thom-
as More and John Fisher, includes the Nativity of St. John the Baptist, and ends with the 
feast of Sts. Peter and Paul. The Church’s promotion of religious freedom expresses her 
solidarity with all people who seek the good and who hope for fulfillment in the truth, which 
the Church teaches is ultimately found in Jesus Christ. Through prayer, education, and 
public action during Religious Freedom Week, we can promote the essential right of reli-
gious freedom for Catholics and for those of all faiths. For more information, please vis-
it: www.usccb.org/ReligiousFreedomWeek 
 
 
 

 

This Week at a Glance   
Tues, 6 pm Mass 

6:40 pm Lesson #4 
 

 Wed, 6 pm Mass 
Confessions & Adoration from 

6:30 pm—8:30 pm  
CCD following Mass 

AA Meeting Wed, 7:00 pm   
 

Thurs, 8 am Mass  
6 pm - St. Augustine 
6:40 pm Lesson #5 

 
Fri 8 am Mass & 6 pm Vespers 

6:40 pm Lesson #3 
 

Saturday 9 am Mass 
10 am—2 pm Mens’ Reflection 

5 pm Vigil Mass 
                                                                

Sunday, Men’s Prayer Group, 
9:30 am 

       

PARISH CARE MINISTRY - We ask for your prayers for:  Nick Jackson, Carroll Poche, Henry 
Llorence, Jr., Cynthia LaCour, Sister Stephanie Langston, Fr. William Gearheard, Theresa Roque, 
Hillery Peter Narcisse, Anna Marie Christophe , Maxie Christophe, Marty Vienne, Janet Jones, Samuel 
Christophe, Sr., Leland & Gussie LaCaze, Mona Beaudion and Joyce Conant.  
 

Christian Mothers have meat pies for sale $40 per dozen. Contact: Gail Jones 318 
652-4203 or Anita Evans 318 652-1642. 
 

This weekend our special collection supports the Catholic Communication Campaign. 
This campaign connects Catholics with Christ in the United States using the internet, televi-
sion, radio, and print media. Half of the money we collect remains here in the Diocese 
of Alexandria to fund local communications efforts. The other half supports the com-
munication activities of the US Conference of Catholic Bishops and some projects across 
the United States and abroad. Your support spreads the gospel message! Learn more 
at www.usccb.org/ccc. 
 

-Men’s Prayer Group meets every Sunday @ 9:30 am 
 

Pastoral Council Meeting, Thursday, June 5, 2025 @ 6:00 pm  
 

Festival Meeting, Wednesday, June 11, 2025 immediately following 6 pm Mass 
 

Vacation Bible School will be held July 7-11, 2025.   
Fee:  $20 per child, ages 4—11 years old  

Registration forms on the table on the entrance of the church. 
 Volunteers are needed.  Please contact Deloris Jones @ 318.471.4168 or 
Frances Sarpy @ 318.652.4124.   If you would like to sponsor or donate to 

VBS, please contact Fr. Bill. Thanks! 

Annual Diocesan Appeal 
     Thank you to everyone who made a pledge to the Annual Diocesan Appeal last week-
end.  If you have not had the opportunity to make your pledge to the ADA there are 
pledge envelopes available in each pew.  Please take the time to make your commitment 
to the larger Church, knowing your gift to the Annual Diocesan Appeal makes a real dif-
ference in the lives of the laity of the Diocese. 

 

What Is the Ascension? 
The Ascension is described in Acts 1:9-11: 
“He was lifted up before their eyes, and a cloud took Him from their sight... This Jesus, who has been tak-
en up from you into heaven, will return in the same way.” 
It is not simply about Jesus leaving. It is about Jesus being exalted, completing His earthly mission, and 
preparing the way for the coming of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. It is a celebration of victory, glory, and 
divine promise. 
Why Does It Matter? 
The Ascension reminds us: 
 ✨ Jesus is Lord of Heaven and Earth — He reigns with authority and power. 
 ✨ He is interceding for us in heaven (Romans 8:34). 
 ✨ We are called to be His witnesses in the world (Acts 1:8). 
 ✨ He will return — and we must live in hope and readiness. 

A Prayer for the Ascension 
Lord Jesus, You ascended in glory, not to leave us behind, but to go before us and prepare a place for us. 
Fill our hearts with longing for heaven, courage for the mission, and joy in Your victory. Help us to be faith-
ful witnesses of Your love until You come again in glory. Amen. 

https://giving.parishsoft.com/app/giving/staugustinecaneriver
http://link.diocesealex.org/ls/click?upn=2zfirZ-2FYIA9Jh5FyfIiD5DkqY42SyH5PmPATrywW7T6H2qCqE-2Fn93oH-2BIE3EbMdW2nrLlKIhTLNKKt3UddMkKw-3D-3Da5Me_b1aH9iatT-2F0T4vQjd1UCwibd8YlECufjIOZtorxFUrKxiG3tgD-2F25YjgCS7B2aQFBioX-2Fb9rn0EcjG-2FqGQXr4D0T4q-2FJKI-2FZYzBtOIf
tel:318%20652-4203
tel:318%20652-4203
tel:318%20652-1642
http://email.robly.com/ls/click?upn=u001.NEKKrlB41reqM693bzkmSszlAvXX5hsUj2Y0w3j0W96PPdMTWh3YjV0ElSE624sJZlkf_UbqT67jWC-2Bs8IyQymS6GkJ17Nxjc0T1LSfbjSM4fV0w2FmTHjzm6-2B5KPq93HpNPpFRN7vthlxFtDJjRYTqyX-2FZTYATDsiuqRCp-2F8MJwyy0S1M2UcIqbkycSYibQqFqBDBtum9olWTbwbS

